
Civil Defence and the Home Guard.



Civil Defence:

A strictly imposed Blackout was implemented following the outbreak of war to 

prevent homes, transport networks and industrial sites from being visible to 

enemy aircraft. Filtered lights were added to vehicles and bicycles and stripes 

were painted near kerb edges and lamp posts to prevent accidents.

Windows were fitted with criss-crossed tape and heavy curtains against 

potential blast damage. Sandbags were placed near doors and shelters, 

together with buckets of sand, water and stirrup pumps to tackle fires.

Key to the war effort was the message that everyone was “in it together” and 

people of all ages were encouraged to do what they could. Youngsters ran 

errands and served as messengers between Civil Defence posts.

Members of the ARP sounded air raid warnings and the All Clear, manned 

shelters and monitored the Blackout.

Local residents also volunteered for firewatching, gas decontamination and 

rescue parties. Those in reserved occupations, or unable to do military service  

could support the war effort as ambulance crew, auxiliary police or fire officers.



Members of the Fenwick family from 

Merton Park, pictured on active service.

Unidentified Merton family.

Evacuation, active service and 

time consuming war work forced 

families apart. 

Many children faced years with 

little, if any paternal contact.



Members of an army bomb disposal team 

remove a German bomb from an 

unknown Merton location.



“Moaning Minnie”  - air raid siren installed on the 

roof of Mitcham police station.

Police sergeant in his back garden,

Dorset Road, Merton Park.



Wimbledon air cadets serving as cycle messengers.

They helped to maintain communication between different Civil Defence posts.  



Fort Bailey, Air Raid Wardens Post, Mitcham Park, January 1940.



Rescuers sift through the wreckage of Richmond Avenue, Merton, September 1940.

This devastation was caused when a German Junkers 88 was hit by anti-aircraft fire and 

crashed near to Nelson Hospital. Civil defence teams were called in to secure 

the area, search for bodies and start the clean-up operation.



Rescue party members search a bomb damaged house in High Path, 

South Wimbledon, 1940



Bomb damage in Claremont Avenue,

St.Helier Estate.

In addition to freeing people, rescue 

parties also salvaged furniture and 

personal effects. Where possible, local 

builders were called in to make bomb 

damaged homes secure.



Merton councillors and officials inspect a new emergency vehicle designed for use by 

gas decontamination units. 



The wedding of Maud MacDermott, an active member of the Wimbledon A.R.P and 

Major Allen Vernon-Hope, Secretary of the British Legion, Southern Area, March 1940 



Medics and stretcher-bearers pictured in Worple Road, Wimbledon.



Air raid wardens and stretcher bearers pictured at the Auxiliary Ambulance Depot.

( This building is thought to have been located at Garth Road. ) 



Local police stand guard over the Hickmott Brothers store, Wimbledon Broadway, September 1940.

All the shops from 120 to 140 were destroyed or badly damaged, including three owned by Alderman Hickmott. 

Fortunately he had been working in the Civil Defence Control Room in the basement of 

Wimbledon Town Hall when the raid took place. 



Local policeman in wartime uniform.

Officers were required to keep their 

tin helmets and gas masks with them 

at all times.



Auxiliary Fire Station, 

Wimbledon area, 1940.



Inaugural supper of the Mitcham Fire Services Association, Mitcham Town Hall, October 1939.

Pictured here are regular firemen and members of the Auxiliary Fire Service. 



The fire-fighting team from Pascall’s sweet factory off Streatham Road, Mitcham.



The Home Guard:

In May 1940 the Government broadcast a request for men to join the

“Local Defence Volunteers,” a new force designed to support the military on the 

Home Front – guarding key sites, reporting suspicious behaviour and helping to 

defend the country in the event of an invasion. The authorities had hoped to 

recruit 150,000 men – however in the first month alone 750,000 had signed up

By June the LDV (later renamed the Home Guard ) had 1,000,000 members.

Most recruits were either too young, too old or unfit for military service, plus 

those in reserved occupations. Early platoons had little uniform or weaponry, 

beyond broomsticks, armbands and First World War rifles, however they quickly 

evolved into well drilled, well equipped units.

The Home Guard helped with Civil Defence,firewatching and home security –

manning wardens posts, pill boxes, tank traps and barrage balloons. They also 

assist regular army units as part of anti-aircraft crew.

Far from just being “Dad’s Army,” the local Home Guard faced danger to protect 

the Home Front. Several lost their lives, including 15 Mitcham Guards who died 

in April 1940 during an air raid on the Tower Creameries, Mitcham Common.



Members of the Home Guard on drill practice outside the Beningas Margarine 

factory, near Mortimer Road, Mitcham.



A festive message from 57th Surrey ( Mitcham ) Home Guard Battalion, 

Sub-Artillery Platoon, No. 3, 1944



“A” Company, 57th Surrey ( Mitcham ) Battalion, Home Guard.

Commanded by Major E L Shepard ( bottom row, centre, ) “A” Company was based 

at the Golf Clubhouse on Mitcham Common. 



Colonel Tennyson, commanding 

officer of the Home Guard, presents 

the prize for the Inter-platoon 

competition, September 1941.



The gunsite, Mitcham Common.

This was the site of an anti-aircraft emplacement manned by members of the 

local Home Guard.



The Home Guard memorial at the 

Tower Creameries, Commonside East.

Colonel S W Barber, Deputy Lieutenant 

of Surrey, is pictured unveiling a plaque 

to the memory of 15 Mitcham Home 

Guard, killed whilst on duty at the 

factory in April 1941. 


